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SeedAI – NAIIR Interim Report RFI response 

 

Please see the following comments on behalf of SeedAI. Let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you! 

Austin 

-- 

 

SeedAI thanks the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy (OSTP) for the opportunity to express our views on the National Artificial 
Intelligence Research Resource (NAIRR) Task Force interim report.  
 

As an organization, we work with public/private partners to build community-centered AI 
ecosystems to support their interests and economic opportunity in the age of AI. We recently 
launched our AI Across America project in conjunction with the Congressional AI Caucus. 
Through this initiative, we’re visiting a diverse array of communities to discover frameworks that 
work for them.  
 

While it’s early, we’re finding broad agreement that the United States needs a NAIRR to account 
for the core of broadly-accessible AI resources and connective tissue that can serve as a 
foundation for innovation, investment, and partnership to bring AI in reach for people outside 
traditional tech hotspots and groups.  
 

The Co-Chairs and the NAIRR Task Force have operated openly, intentionally, and in good faith 
towards a blueprint for the system. As a result, the framework expressed in the interim report is 
a solid foundation for the rest. We are fully supportive of the current direction, and look forward 
to its evolution into something Congress can concretely authorize and fund. 
 

We recognize that the thorniest work begins now. The Task Force’s framework for the NAIRR is 
necessarily grand in scope; further scoping and implementation will have to address core 
questions across AI research that extend to the field at large. The report identifies dozens of 
issues, regardingon data, compute, talent, safety, civil rights, bias, inclusivity, intellectual 
property, cybersecurity, public/private engagements – and that is only scratching the surface. 
 

The effort is necessary and valuable; a fully realized NAIRR will be a cornerstone of U.S. 
competitiveness and global AI leadership, propelling domestic progress in AI. It will resource the 
genius of neglected communities across the country, and pave the way for a new wave of 
partnerships, discoveries, and economic growth. 
 



Below are some preliminary thoughts based on our conversations to date. As we visit more 
communities as part of the AI Across America project in conjunction with the Congressional AI 
Caucus, we will expand and refine these suggestions for the Task Force’s consideration. 
 

1.  
2.  
3. Quickly explore questions around interoperability, and issue guidance for other 

related federal projects to ensure they can 
4.  easily integrate. 
5.  
6.  
7.  
8. Streamline the connection between the NAIRR and broader innovation 

investments, such as NSF Engines, state/local programs, and 
9.  private efforts. 
10.  
11.  
12.  
13. Launch the NAIRR with resources and challenge sets that will be immediately 

useful to the community and the function of the 
14.  NAIRR itself. 
15.  
16.  
17.  
18. Engage with diverse communities from the beginning, tailoring the approach and 

offering a clear value proposition. 
19.  
20.  
21.  
22. Create a streamlined mechanism for nonprofits to facilitate NAIRR access for 

startups, especially those underserved. 
23.  
24.  
25.  
26. Engage the community with contests and grants to research, develop, or apply 

technologies that support NAIRR operation. 
27.  
28.  
29.  
30. Prioritize sufficient staffing for NAIRR and NAIRR-supporting agencies, taking full 

advantage of the Intergovernmental Personnel 
31.  Act and other detailee programs. 
32.  

 

Thank you again for the opportunity to engage. 



 

Sincerely, 
 

Austin Carson 
SeedAI | Founder & President 
 

 

--  
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