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Office of Science and Technology Policy 

Re: 87 FR 5876, ”Request for Information to the Update of the National Artificial Intelligence 

Research and Development Strategic Plan” 

Dear AI R&D RFI Response Team: 

As the leading trade association representing the manufacturers of medical imaging equipment, 

radiopharmaceuticals, contrast media, and focused ultrasound therapeutic devices, the Medical 

Imaging & Technology Alliance (MITA) applauds the Office of Science and Technology Policy 

(OSTP) and its continued dedication to AI excellence. The following comments reflect our 

dedication to improving American leadership in the development of Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

for both medical imaging and the nation.  

Today, the strategic plan focuses on the development process for AI algorithms. Strategies 2, 3, 

4, and 6 are concerned with algorithm creation, technical mechanisms, design, and technical 

standards, respectively. These are important areas to research and will yield important insights. 

However, concerns about the data generated for and used by systems are not highlighted. This 

discrepancy is a missed opportunity for OSTP and the strategic plan.  

Healthcare data today is fragmented, often incomplete, and difficult to assess. This limits AI 

capabilities. The most significant improvement to AI algorithms—for safety, reliability, and 

trust—can be obtained through focus on improvements to data access, standards for metadata 

that capture important social characteristics, and a balance that achieves privacy for the 

individual and enables ethical, legal, and societal validation. Research on policies which seek to 

improve systemic issues which are reflected in available data would also be a welcome addition 

to the strategic plan.  

In medical imaging, such a change would improve access to high-level care for underserved 

communities. Use of AI by radiologists increases the standard of care by enabling faster, more 

accurate decisions, which leads to better patient outcomes and lower costs. This supports the 

Quadruple Aim by improving the work-life balance of practitioners and leading to efficiencies in 

the delivery of care.  

MITA® 
MEDICAL IMAGING 
& TECHNOLOGY ALLIANCE 

A DIVISION OF R&f4" 



2 

We also encourage OSTP to recognize the work done by healthcare and medical imaging on 

providing safe, trusted products, with meaningful benefits to patients through existing quality 

management systems and regulatory processes. These mechanisms respond quickly and 

effectively to potential issues. As the adoption of AI in healthcare encounters new challenges, the 

existing mechanisms can be readily adapted to address those challenges.  

We look forward to continued engagement with OSTP in pursuit of AI excellence. If you have 

any questions, please contact Zack Hornberger, Director of Cybersecurity & Informatics, at 

 or by phone at .  

Sincerely, 

Patrick Hope 

Executive Director, MITA 

MITA is the collective voice of manufacturers of medical imaging equipment, 

radiopharmaceuticals, contrast media, and focused ultrasound therapeutic devices. It represents 

companies whose sales comprise more than 90 percent of the global market for medical imaging 

innovations. These products include: magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), medical X-Ray 

equipment, computed tomography (CT) scanners, ultrasound, nuclear imaging, 

radiopharmaceuticals, and imaging information systems. MITA Member company technologies 

are an important part of our nation’s healthcare infrastructure and are essential for the 

screening, diagnosis, staging, managing and effectively treating patients with cancer, heart 

disease, neurological degeneration, and numerous other medical conditions. 




